
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Benefice of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci 

The Churches of St Nicolas, St Julian and St Giles 
www.saintnicolas.org.uk                               www.parishofkingstonbuci.wordpress.com  

Children: Sunday School in the Parish of Kingston Buci meets on the 2nd & 

3rd of the month in the church at the beginning of the service and returns for 

communion. Toy bags are available in all churches as you come in at the door.  

Please feel free to make use of these facilities for your children. 

Need a lift to Church? Please let us know 
Large print service books are available. Please ask at the door. 
There is an induction loop for those using a hearing aid. 
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For Today’s Worship 

 
Collect  

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 

triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our 

Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading: Acts 1.6-14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he 

was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 

stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 

same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 

mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When 

they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 

Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All 

these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 

including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 

you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you 

are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when 

his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble 

yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 

time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; 

keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 

someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 

brothers and sisters throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of 

suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 

called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 

establish you. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Gospel: John 17.1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 

him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And 

this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me 

to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 

your presence before the world existed. ‘I have made your name known to those 

whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 

they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 

from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 

received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 

you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but 

on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, 

and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 

in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
 

Post Communion Prayer  

Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the 

world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and help us to 

live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Readings for Sunday 28th May – Pentecost: 

First Reading: Acts 2.1-21 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

Gospel: John 7.37-39 

 

 

For Your Prayers 

 
In the Anglican Communion we pray for The Church in the Province 

of the West Indies 

In our Diocese we pray for the Bishop of Lewes, Will Hazlewood and Nicky Still 

his PA 

Those in need of our prayers specifically at this time: John Ramsden,  

Ella Hutt, Jocelyn Andrews, Robin Mitchell, Jean Maundrell, Colin & Margaret Hyder, 

Pauline Roberts, Sue Bartlett, Albus, Carol, Anne Bello, Dave, Nigel Howard. 

Those who have died recently: Chris Thrower, Bill Dare, Pat Shearman 

Those whose anniversary is at this time of year:  Vera Hotston. 
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Reflection 
 

I’m always struck by the parallels of Good Friday and Ascension Day. I wonder what 

the disciples must have felt having to let go of Jesus again. Jesus had been with them 

the last forty days alive and bearing the scars of his torture on the cross. He had 

eaten with them, walked with them and broken bread with them as he had so many 

times over the last three years. Now they were left alone again outside Jerusalem. 

How would they feel? Was it the same hopelessness as Good Friday? 

 

Ascension Day is so very different from the gloomy afternoon of Good Friday. Then 

there was confusion. Then there were broken dreams. Then there was denial and 

betrayal. Then nothing had changed – all had been a pipe dream that had come 

crashing down. On the day Jesus ascended there was none of that. The disciples 

knew death hadn’t had the final word. Jesus had! Their old anxious and confused self 

had died with Christ and a new life affirming and confident vision of the future was 

emerging. Christ lives and through their lives here on earth they would be heralds of 

Christ’s continuing presence, a new era already emerging.  

 

They gathered in the upper room, like on Good Friday. They were no longer in 

hiding, fearful of what was to come. They were hopeful of the kingdom they were to 

proclaim, praying and waiting for the Spirit that would sustain them in what was to 

come. 

 

This is the choice we have. Do we remain fearfully huddled in the upper room, 

confused and anxious or can we join the disciples, now apostles – the ones to be sent 

out – confident that Christ is alive and present now, willing us to be heralds of the 

Good News we have heard.  

 

Nothing says more about the power of the resurrection than the transformation of 

Jesus’ followers from Good Friday to Ascension Day. These forty odd days turned 

the apostles’ – men and women gathered in the upper room – life around. Over the 

last 2000 years this message has continued to turn those who heard and followed 

from the scared and anxious to a confidence in the power of life that will never be 

quenched. May God bless us and open for us the door to that Ascension Day upper 

room. Amen. 

 

Fr James 
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Intercessions  

 
We bring before you today Loving God, our cares and concerns for this world, 

praying in the name of Jesus Christ our brother and our Saviour, who we Glorify as 

he has Glorified You. 

 

Gracious God whose will and desire is that the world may be the kingdom of heaven 

here on earth, we pray for that world, divided by strife and faction, by war and want, 

by our restless inhumanity to one another. Bring peace to all those troubled parts of 

the world, wherever there is war and fighting where men of violence seek to impose 

their will on others. Give wisdom and judgement, courage and selflessness to all who 

lead the nations. In our own land, help us to work to make our society a fairer one in 

which all may share in the riches which some enjoy, and may feel truly part of this 

land. We pray especially for the strangers within our shores – those many workers 

who have come among us looking to find a better life. May they be welcomed and not 

exploited.  

Dear God in your mercy hear our prayer. 

 

Loving Creator whose will and desire is that all your creation should be one, we pray 

for the world and remember with sorrow the ways in which we have despoiled it. 

May we use the resources you have given us wisely so that all people may share in 

the bounty which this earth provides.                                                                 

Dear God in your mercy hear our prayer  

 

Compassionate Spirit we pray for all who are in particular need, the sick and 

sorrowing, the lonely and the distraught, those tormented in body or mind, those for 

whom life has no meaning. May your blessing rest on all who need you and we pray 

for those whose lives are dedicated to helping them. In a moment’s silence we pray 

for those who we know personally who are sick at this time.                              

Dear God in your mercy hear our prayer. 

 

May we be always willing and able to do what we can whenever we can for those in 

need whose lives touch ours. We pray for those who mourn, and we remember with 

gratitude the lives of those who we have loved and lost.                                   

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen 
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Notices 
 

St Giles Church: Come and join us for a quiz evening on Saturday 20th 

May, 7pm for a 7.30 start at St Giles Hall. £7 per person ( children free and a 

special children’s round). 

Includes one glass of wine or non-alcoholic drink and nibbles. Do bring your own 

wine if you wish. Come as a team of 4 or join a team on the night. Prizes for the 

winning team. And a Raffle. Booking essential. Call 01273 389629 for tickets. 
 

The Big Help Out Day Many thanks to the group of volunteers of all ages who did 

sterling work tidying and weeding St Nicolas Churchyard. Thanks also to those who 

provided coffee and home-made biscuits to fortify the workers. The churchyard is 

looking so much better. Many thanks, John, Sue and Gill. 
 

Faith Excursions will continue this month on 23rd May 7.30pm at St Julian’s Church 

with a session discussing theologies of Creation “Creation – and God said…”. We 

meet every 4th Tuesday of the month.  
 

Next Messy Church will be held at St Giles on Saturday 27th May 3-4.30pm. 

This month we’ll be celebrating Pentecost and the Birthday of the Church.  
  
Pastoral Care team visits: These are taking place as follows – Cavell House at 

3pm 29th May, New Elmcroft at 3pm 14th June, Kingsland House at 2.30pm 15th June. 

If you’d like to join us and help please contact Vanessa Thompson or Fr James.  

 

St Nicolas Coffee & Cakes:  The next coffee and cake morning will be Saturday 

17th June. Look forward to seeing everyone! 

 

Elizabeth Shepley would like to convey her sincere thanks to all those who prayed 

for her during her recent health problems. She has now, happily, made a full 

recovery. 
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This Week’s Diary 
 

Sunday 21st 

May 

Easter 7 

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

10am 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

St Giles 

Holy Communion  

Holy Communion (trad) 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion(Taize) 

JG 

PR 

PA 

JG 

Monday 8pm St Giles Kingston Buci Prayer Group  

Tuesday 7.30pm St Julian Faith Excursions  

Wednesday 7pm St Nicolas Holy Communion JG 

Thursday 10am St Julian Holy Communion JG 

Friday 9.30am  

10am 

6.45pm 

St Giles Hall 

St Giles 

St Nicolas 

Pop up coffee 

Morning Worship 

Choir Practice 

 

Saturday 9am 

3pm 

St Nicolas 

St Giles 

Morning Prayer 

Messy Church 

 

JG/team 

Sunday 28th 

May 

Easter 7 

Pentecost 

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

 

Holy Communion  

Holy Communion  

Holy Communion 

PA 

PA 

JG 
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Contact Details 
 

Fr James Grant  

Rector 

01273 979811 

vicar@saintnicolas.org.uk  or 

vicar@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

Revd. Pat Alden  

Hon. Assistant Priest 

07710 283710 

01273 276190 

pat@looksouth.net    

 

Mr James Askew 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

07934630249 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Mrs Sue Bartlett 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273462951 

sdbusr1948@gmail.com  

 

Mrs Gillian Powell 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273 464372 

g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com  

 

Mrs Tina Robertson  

Churchwarden/ALM, St Julian 

01273 870111/ 07738 620340 

tinarobertson99@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Mrs Penny Joseph  

Churchwarden, St Giles 

01273 389629 

penejos@gmail.com  

 

Anna Askew 

PCC Secretary, Kingston Buci 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Kingston Buci  

Church Office 

01273 593167 

office@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

for Hall bookings: 

St Julian’s Hall: 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07731 860041 

hallsadmin@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

St Giles’ Hall: 

07749 643727 

stgileshall@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

 

For Safeguarding enquiries or concerns: 

St Nicolas Church 

Mrs Gill Powell 

01273 464372 

St Julian’s Church 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07738 620340 

safeguarding@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

St Giles Church  

Mrs Penny Joseph  

01273 389629  

penejos@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices for the Weekly Newsletter to 

Elaine Ireland (emireland@ntlworld.com) - deadline Thursday @ Noon 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk & www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

OR visit us on Facebook 
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